
DOCTOR WHO ADVENTURES

THE SPICE ROUTE
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Panel 1. Landscape narrow. Twin suns are setting on a

desert landscape. We see a camel train with four-humped

camels walking on the horizon. Some of these have little

carriages on them. Several nomadic types walk alongside

the camels. All of this in silhouette against the setting

suns.

1. VOICE  FROM  CARRIAGE:  SO,  TELL  ME,  DOCTOR,  WHAT

BRINGS  YOU  TO  THE  DESERTS  OF  LAHN  IN  THE  HOT

SEASON?

Panel 2. We close in on one of these carriages; we see

soft curtains and cushions. On one of these the Doctor is

reclining, talking to a young female alien with elf-like

ears. She wears an exotic jewel around her neck. Also in

the carriage is a tubby middle-aged alien fast asleep and

snoring through several mouths.

1. DOCTOR: OH, COME ON, ESTRELLA! DO YOU HAVE TO ASK?

THIS  IS  THE  LEGENDARY  SPICE  ROUTE  OF  SHALABAR

SCONE!

2. DOCTOR: WHAT SELF-RESPECTING EXPLORER WOULDN’T JUMP

AT THE CHANCE TO FOLLOW IN HIS FOOTSTEPS?

Panel 3. Estrella leans forward, enthusiastically as she

claps her hands. The doctor looks worried as he hears

something from off panel.

3. ESTRELLA: ME TOO! I’M TAKING MY DOCTORATE IN THE

HISTORY OF THE 32nd TRIUMVIRATE. I’M DOING MY THESIS

ON SHALABAR SCONE.

4. SFX: ZZZHHAAP!

5. SFX: AAIIIEEEE!



6. DOCTOR: !?

Panel 4. Large as we can, we see the Doctor and Estrella

looking out of the camel carriage as a hoard of scimitar

wielding alien nomads descend on the camel train, some

firing laser blasters at the nomads who have their hands

up  in  surrender.  They  are  riding  on  strange  looking

horses. The bandits have dog-faces.

7. SFX: ZHHAAAP!

8. BANDITS CHANT: AI-YI-YI-YIIEEE!
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Panel  1. The  Doctor  and  Estrella  and  the  fat  scared

looking alien along with others are encircled by bandits.

They are now standing on the desert sands. The Doctor

brandishes a stick and he has pushed Estrella behind him.

1. DOCTOR: IF YOU GENTLEMEN KNOW WHAT’S GOOD FOR YOU,

YOU’LL BACK OFF NOW AND WE’LL SAY NO MORE ABOUT IT!

Panel 2. Close in on the Doctor as he brandishes his

stick towards us. One of alien bandits looks puzzled as

he  instinctively  takes  a  step  back.  Estrella  and  the

others also look worried behind the Doctor.

2. DOCTOR: BELIEVE ME, YOU DON’T WANT THIS THING STUCK

UP YOUR NOSTRILS! IT REALLY HURTS AND YOU’LL NEVER

SMELL AGAIN…

Panel 3. From behind, we see a bandit riding up behind

the  Doctor,  swinging  a  club  as  the  Doctor  carries  on

talking oblivious of the threat.

3. DOCTOR: … WHICH IN YOUR CASE MIGHT NOT BE A BAD

THING BUT…

Panel 4. The bandit clubs the Doctor on the head as his

camel creature rears up. The bandit is big and dog-faced.

The  Doctor  is  collapsing  senseless.  Estrella  and  the

others are shocked as the bandits close in on them.

4. SFX: THWAK!

5. DOCTOR: NNGGHHH!

6. BANDIT: TAKE THEIR BELONGINGS AND TURN THEM LOOSE!

EXCEPT FOR THE GIRL! SHE COMES WITH US!
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Panel  1. We  are  in  a  palace,  Boabdil  the  bandit  who

clobbered the Doctor reclines on cushions being fanned by

slaves as Estrella is led into the room in chains by two

guards.

1. CAPTION: LATER, IN THE PALACE OF BOABDIL, SCAVENGER

LORD OF LAHN…

2. BOABDIL:  COME  CLOSER  AND  WORSHIP  YOUR  MASTER,

BOABDIL, LORD OF THIEVES!

Panel 2. Boabdil holds Estrella’s delicate face in his

big claw-like hands. He is almost drooling as he looks at

her. She looks defiant but scared.

3. BOABDIL: TELL ME A TALE, STRANGE LOOKING CREATURE.

IF YOU HOLD MY INTEREST, PERHAPS YOU WILL LIVE TO

SEE ANOTHER MOON. IF NOT…

Panel 3. Boabdil reclines on his cushions as Estrella

stands before him, head down. She is shaking with fear.

He is being fanned as he chews on a large leg of meat.

4. ESTRELLA:  THERE  WAS  ONCE  A  STRANGE  MAN  WHO

TRAVELLED THE UNIVERSE IN A BLUE BOX. HE GAVE HELP

TO THE HELPLESS AND BROUGHT TERROR TO TYRANTS.

5. BOABDIL: BURRRRRPPP!

Panel 4. Close on Boabdil tossing the gnawed leg bone

aside.

6. BOABDIL: BOOOOORRRRING!



7. BOABDIL: YOU DO KNOW WHAT HAPPENS TO PEOPLE WHO

BORE ME?

Panel 5. Close on the horrified Estrella.

8. BOABDIL (VOICE OFF): THEY DIE.

Panel  6. Estrella  is  led  away  struggling  by  the  two

guards.  She  is  looking  back  towards  Boabdil  over  her

shoulder. Boabdil is reclining on his cushions.

9. BOABDIL: YOU WILL BE EXECUTED AT DAWN. 

10. ESTRELLA: NO! PLEASE!
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Panel 1. Dawn and the two suns are rising as are in a

square outside the palace. We see market traders and a

juggler, wearing robes and his face covered by a nomad’s

scarf as he juggles weird looking fruit. A few kids watch

him. One pulls on another’s sleeve and points off panel

at the approaching guards who will be seen in panel 2.

1. CAPTION: DAWN…

Panel 2. Estrella is pulled forward by guards armed with

battle-axes.  She  is  in  chains.  The  crowd  gathers  to

watch.  Some  are  booing.  We  see  the  juggler  in  the

background still juggling. We can’t see his face.

2. GUARD: FASTER! WE HAVEN’T GOT ALL DAY!

3. CROWD: BOOO!

Panel 3. Estrella is chained to a stake in the centre of

the square by the guards.

4. GUARD: STOP STRUGGLING, BLAST YOU!

5. ESTRELLA: DON’T DO THIS… PLEASE… I’M JUST A STUDENT!

Panel 4. We pull back and see Boabdil and his guards

address the crowd. He stands in front of the girl. Behind

him we see a rusty gate leading into a dark chamber.

6. BOABDIL: TODAY, THIS CREATURE IS CONDEMNED TO DIE

FOR  THE  CRIME  OF  ATTEMPTING  TO  BORE  BOABDIL  THE

MERCIFUL TO DEATH!



Panel 5. Boabdil raises an arm. In the background we see

two guards unlocking the rusted gates. A creature can be

barely seen inside the gate.

7. BOABDIL: RELEASE THE EXECUTIONER!

Panel  6. We  see  a  snapping  crocodile  like  creature,

drooling venom, has burst from the gateway. Estrella is

chained to the stake and is trying to turn her head to

see the creature. She is terrified.

8. ESTRELLA: WILL NOBODY HELP ME?!
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Panel 1. Three-quarter page. The creature has reared up

on its back legs to devour the helpless Estrella. 

1. CREATURE: RRRROOOAAARRGGGHH!

2. ESTRELLA: NOOOOOO!

Panel  2. A  strange  looking  fruit  like  the  ones  the

juggler was juggling lands with a splat in the creature’s

face.

3. SFX: SPLAT!

4. VOICE OFF: HEY, GRUESOME!

Panel 3. We see the juggler has thrown off his scarf and

it is in fact of course the juggler. He is in the act of

throwing another fruit, this time right at us.

5. DOCTOR: COME AND PICK ON SOMEONE WHO CAN FIGHT BACK!
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Panel 1. Boabdil at the side of the square is furious. He

points at us as his guards stare in shock.

1. BOABDIL: BRING ME THAT MAN’S HEAD!

Panel 2. The Doctor pulls off his robes as he runs from

the advancing creature.

2. DOCTOR: EASY NOW, CAN YOU NOT TAKE A JOKE? 

3. MONSTER SFX: SSSNNOOOORRRTTT!

Panel  3. The  Doctor  stands  like  a  matador  waving  his

robes  to  the  side  as  the  creature  races  towards  him.

Behind we see Boabdil and his guards.

4. DOCTOR: ÁNDALÉ! ÁNDALÉ!

5. MONSTER: GRRAWWWRRGGHH!
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Panel 1. The Doctor steps aside and twists his robes over

the head of the creature as it charges past.

1. DOCTOR: HA-HA! OH, YES! STILL GOT THE MOVES!

2. MONSTER SFX: ROOWWFFF??!

Panel 2. The creature crashes into Boabdil and his guards

as the Doctor races towards us. Just ahead we see one of

the guards running from him and dropping his axe. 

3. GUARDS: AAAIIEEE!

4. MONSTER SFX: GRRRAAWWRRRGHH!

Panel 3. The Doctor has just brought the axe down and

shattered the chains holding Estrela to the stake.

5. SFX: KER-CHANG!

6. DOCTOR: DO YOU KNOW ANY GOOD ICE CREAM SHOPS NEAR

HERE? I COULD MURDER A GOOD OLD CHOC ICE RIGHT NOW.

Panel 4. Estrella leads the Doctor out of the square into

an  alleyway.  Some  of  the  guards  are  pursuing  them.

Boabdil  has  got  away  from  the  monster  who  is  chasing

other people behind them.

7. BOABDIL: GET THEM!

8. ESTRELLA: QUICK! FOLLOW ME! INTO THE BAZAAR!
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Panel 1. We are in a crowded bazaar in a narrow alley,

all sorts of outlandish things for sale by all sorts of

outlandish  aliens.  The  Doctor  is  running  just  behind

Estrella  who  has  stopped  outside  a  carpet  merchant’s

store.

1. DOCTOR: YOU KNOW, JUST ONCE, IT WOULD BE NICE TO GO

ON HOLIDAY AND NOT END UP HUNTED BY MANIACS.

2. ESTRELLA: AHA! THIS IS WHAT WE NEED!

Panel 2. Estrella hands the merchant her necklace. The

Merchant looks unsure. She is pointing to the carpet on

the ground. 

3. ESTRELLA: HERE, YOU CAN GET THREE MORE CARPETS FOR

THE PRICE OF THIS NECKLACE!

4. MERCHANT: SIGH! VERY GOOD, MA’AM BUT YOU ARE ROBBING

ME BLIND!

Panel 3. The Doctor stares angrily as Estrella points at

his feet.

5. ESTRELLA: TAKE YOUR SHOES OFF AND GET ON THE CARPET!

6. DOCTOR: WHAT? WE’RE BEING CHASED BY LUNATICS WITH

AXES! NOW ISN’T THE TIME TO GO CARPET SHOPPING!



Panel 4. The armed guards come crashing through the alley

knocking over stalls. One points at them. Estrella yells

at the Doctor who looks worried.

7. GUARD: THERE THEY ARE!

8. GUARD 2: STOP THEM!

9. ESTRELLA: DOCTOR! SHOES! OFF! NOW!
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Panel 1. The Doctor drops a shoe as the carpet rises up

above the guard’s heads. Estrella is pulling the Doctor

onto the carpet as he almost falls off.

1. ESTRELLA: HOLD ON TIGHT, DOCTOR!

2. DOCTOR: YIIIII!!!

3. SFX: WHOOOOSHHH!

Panel 2. We see Estrella sat in the centre of the carpet,

the Doctor on his hands and knees looking down at the

city on the outskirts of the desert of Lahn as they soar

over it. He has no shoes on and one shoe beside him. He

is laughing.

4. DOCTOR:  HA!  HA!  LAHN  CARPETS!  LIGHTER  THAN  AIR!

FANTASTIC! PITY ABOUT THAT SHOE, THOUGH. I LOVED

THAT SHOE.

5. ESTRELLA: DON’T YOU EVER STOP MOANING? 



Panel 3. The Doctor turns to Estrella as they fly over

the desert. 

6. ESTRELLA: SO, HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT TRAVELLING THE

SPICE ROUTE BY AIR?

7. DOCTOR: I’VE HEARD WORSE IDEAS. THAT SPICE ROUTE WAS

OVER-RATED ANYWAY.

 


