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Panel 1
Big panel. Night. A suburban residential street, perhaps in a town in North Essex. 

Street lamps throw shadows, including the shadows of the Doctor and Jata, the horse-like alien, as 
they walk along side by side.

JATA
Something very odd is certainly going on, Doctor,

JATA
I’ve analysed the data you gave me, and schoolchildren are behaving very strangely…

Panel 2
Close two shot, the Doctor and Jata, heads side by side.

JATA
They’re doing their homework — and getting high marks!

DOCTOR
That certainly is odd.

Panel 3
The Doctor and Jata have stopped outside a two story suburban house with lawns, a driveway, and 
trim little flowerbeds. 

The house is dark and shadowy, but one of the upstairs windows has its curtains open and is 
emitting an EERIE PURPLE GLOW.

DOCTOR
One of the student lives here…

JATA
What’s that strange glow in the window?

DOCTOR
I don’t know…



Panel 4
Jata is standing under the window and the Doctor is standing on his back, peering in the window.

DOCTOR
But I intend to find out.

JATA
This doesn’t look at all suspicious.
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Panel 1
Large panel. We are inside a teenage girl’s bedroom.

In the background we can see the Doctor’s face peering through window.

In the foreground are three 17 year old girls — DONNA, MELISSA and FAY, whose bedroom it is. 
They are sitting on the floor, or maybe on the bed.

Oh yes, and standing in front of them is a NINE FOOT TALL PURPLE CYBER-GENIE.

He wears the traditional baggy harem trousers, in black with moiré swirls on them in a pale shade of
green, curly-toed black shoes and is bare chested except for an unbuttoned vest with what at first 
looks like an elaborate black and green Arabic design on it. 

It’s actually a pattern based on a PRINTED CIRCUIT BOARD.

His torso and chest are rippling with muscles and his arms are thick and powerful. His skin is 
PURPLE AND GLOWING — hence the glow through the window. He has slanting, cat-like green 
eyes, a pointy little black beard and a ZEBRA STRIPED MOHAWK HAIRCUT.

He has a big wide smile, full of even white teeth.

Fay is proudly presenting him to her friends, arms extended towards him in a “look at what I’ve got 
for you” gesture. In one of her hands she holds her phone with its screen pointing towards him.

(At some point we’ll see that her phone has a distinctive girlie cartoon-animal case on it.)

There should be a suggestion that the phone is actually projecting the image of this giant Cyber-
Genie into the room.

Fay’s friends Donna and Melissa are frankly staring at him.

FAY
You asked what my secret was?

FAY
Well here he is. My special hologram app.

FAY
He’s the reason I’m getting such good marks.

DONNA
Does he talk?

MELISSA
Who cares?

MELISSA
Look at those abs.



Panel 2
A head and shoulders four-shot of the smiling Cyber-Genie with Fay and Donna and Melissa 
gathered close around him, staring up at him admiringly.

CYBER-GENIE
Of course I talk…. The capital of Finland is Helsinki. 

CYBER-GENIE
A prime number is only divisible by one and itself. 

CYBER-GENIE
The heaviest element is uranium.

MELISSA
He knows everything!

FAY
Would you like to install the app?

DONNA
Sure!

MELISSA
Cool!

Panel 3
The Cyber-Genie is grinning as all three girls are gazing into the screens of their phones as they 
punch buttons on them.

Maybe there is something a wee bit sinister about his smile…

CYBER-GENIE
Excellent.

Panel 4
Fay is staring worriedly into her phone. On the screen is a hypnotic, swirling moiré vortex or 
whirlpool in black and white.

Something like this:



FAY
Hey, it wasn’t like this before…

Panel 5 – move to page 3
The Cyber-Genie laughing in sinister triumph.

All three girls are staring WITH WIDE, HYPNOTISED EYES into the screens of their phones.

Their eyes now look like the whirlpool vortex we saw on Fay’s phone screen.

We can see the screen of either Donna or Melissa’s phone. Or maybe both… The point is, whatever 
phone screen we see,  it has ANOTHER ONE OF THOSE PESKY VORTEXES ON IT. (Okay, I 
know it should be “vortices”; but what the hell…)

MELISSA
I feel funny…

DONNA
What’s happening?

CYBER-GENIE
What’s happening is that you three are the last I need…
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Panel 1
Splash page.

The Cyber-Genie stands exultant, holding up what looks like a crystal ball, except it’s big — the 
size of a beach ball — as the three girls stand, stunned, their phones dropping from their limp 
hands…

From the eyes of the girls emerge GHOSTLY SILHOUETTES OF THEMSELVES —  representing
the minds of the girls.

The ghostly silhouettes are being sucked into the crystal ball, like smoke into an extractor fan.

Through the window in the background we can see the Doctor looking in, in horror.

CYBER-GENIE
To complete my super mind!

DOCTOR
No! 
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Panel 1
Large panel. The girls are all toppling to the floor, eyes wide and white and blank.

The Cyber-Genie is clutching the crystal ball. In it we can see the swirling ghostly faces of at least 
one of the girls.

The Doctor is climbing in through the window, looking downright angry.

DOCTOR
Stop!

DOCTOR
Release those girls!

CYBER-GENIE
What, after I went to all that trouble?

Panel 2
Close up of the grinning Cyber-Genie clutching the crystal ball. He is BEGINNING TO 
DISAPPEAR.

CYBER-GENIE
I think not.

CYBER-GENIE
Now farewell…

Panel 3
The same shot, except the Cyber-Genie has now vanished, and his word balloon is emitted from 
empty air.

BALLOON FROM WHERE THE CYBER-GENIE WAS
You’ll never catch me!

Panel 4
The Doctor, looking grim and determined, has picked up Fay’s phone and is studying it 
thoughtfully.

DOCTOR
We’ll see about that.

CAPTION
To be continued…





Part Two
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Panel 1
Large panel — a giant space station hanging in, well, space, against a background of stars.

It consists of a central sphere with a fat donut-like tubular ring attached to it. Vaguely similar to this 
(no space ships docking on it, though):

BALLOON FROM THE SPACE STATION
Here we are.

Panel 2
The Doctor and Jata standing outside the Tardis in a large corridor of the space station, looking at 
their surroundings with interest.

DOCTOR
This is the place.

JATA
Hmm… looks like a pretty boring standard torus-style space station.

JATA
Are you sure the big purple fellow came here?

Panel 3
Same or similar shot, but now Jata and the Doctor are reacting to something they hear coming from 
further down the corridor.

BALLOON FROM OUT PANEL (DOWN THE CORRIDOR)
Aha! At last! My super mind is complete!

DOCTOR
Yes, pretty sure.



JATA
Right again, Doctor.
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Panel 1

Large panel. We are now in a large spherical chamber (in the central sphere of the space station).

In the middle of the room is a huge transparent sphere — a giant version of the crystal ball we saw
earlier in the story, fixed to the floor with a kind of metal collar which has control panels on it.

Standing in front of the sphere is a chubby little purple guy.

He has the same zebra Mohawk, green eyes, pointy little black beard as the Cyber-Genie. In fact, he
looks like a small, overweight, out of shape version of the Cyber-Genie, because that’s exactly what
he is.

Instead of the genie outfit, though, he wears a white lab coat with pens in the pocket, a garish 
Hawaiian shirt, equally garish Bermuda shorts, polka dot socks and sandals. Between the socks and 
the shorts we can see his spindly, knobbly, hairy little legs.

And he wears heavy, black framed spectacles which enlarge his green catlike eyes.

His name is PROFESSOR VONK.

In the giant crystal ball are the swirling, distorted faces of the girls we saw in the bedroom, plus 
other faces — all of teenagers.

The Doctor and Jata have just entered this room, and Vonk is reacting with surprise to their 
appearance.

DOCTOR
Who are you talking to?

VONK
What? Oh, nothing… no one, I mean.

VONK
Just, you know, thinking out loud…

JATA
I thought you said he was big and tall.

DOCTOR
That was his avatar.

DOCTOR
This is what he’s really like.



Panel 2
Three shot of the Doctor, Jata and Vonk. Vonk is now reacting with suspicion.

VONK
Wait a minute – how did you find me?
DOCTOR
Your address was in the terms and conditions on your app.

VONK
Curse you! How fiendishly clever of you!

VONK
No one’s ever bothered to read those before.

Panel 3
Wider three shot to include the giant crystal ball. Vonk is gesturing towards it.

VONK
Do you like my work?

VONK
Individually they are not too clever, but together…

DOCTOR
They form a super mind, that can solve any problem. 

VONK
Yes, for a price!
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Panel 1
Close up of Professor Vonk in full mad-scientist-triumphant mode! Grinning crazily, eyes wide and 
wild.

VONK
By enslaving human minds I have created an app more powerful than any computer.

VONK
And I sell its services.

VONK
It will make me the richest man in the galaxy!

VONK
Well, in this spiral arm of the galaxy.

Panel 2
Three shot of the Doctor, Vonk and Jata standing in front of the giant crystal ball full of swirling 
distorted faces. 

The Doctor is holding the phone he picked up in the girl’s bedroom (Fay’s phone), with its silly 
cartoon case, and is pressing a button on it.

The Doctor is smiling. If possible, so is Jata.

JATA
Give him your news, Doctor.

DOCTOR
I’ve created an app of my own

DOCTOR
Let me show you what it does.

Panel 3
The same shot, except the Doctor and Jata and Vonk are all turning to stare at the giant crystal ball 
— which is suddenly EMPTY.

SFX FROM CRYSTAL BALL
Pop!

VONK
What happened!

VONK
They’re gone!



Panel 4
Head and shoulders two shot of the Doctor grinning and Vonk looking really worried. Maybe Jata’s 
noble head is in here, too.

DOCTOR
That’s right.

DOCTOR
All those minds you stole have been returned to the children.

VONK
How did you create such a thing?

DOCTOR
I didn’t.

DOCTOR
I hired your super mind to do it.

Panel 5
Similar head and shoulders two shot of  Vonk and Jata. 

Maybe the Doctor’s noble head is in here, too.

Vonk looks truly horrified.

JATA
It was rather expensive.

JATA
But luckily we didn’t have to pay

JATA
Instead we hacked your bank account

VONK
What!
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Panel 1 
Vonk frantically pushing buttons on Fay’s phone — which he has just snatched from the Doctor — 
and staring at its screen.

VONK
Give me that phone!

VONK
I have to check my bank account.

VONK
My beautiful money…

Panel 2
Close up of Vonk looking at the phone, angled so we can see the screen.

It has a  HYPNOTIC WHIRLPOOL VORTEX on it like the one on Page 2.

And now it is Vonk’s turn to be staring WITH WIDE, HYPNOTISED WHIRLPOOL VORTEX 
EYES into the screen of the phone.

VONK
I feel funny…

Panel 3
A GHOSTLY SILHOUETTES OF VONK is being pulled out of his body and sucked into the giant 
crystal ball.

Meanwhile, Vonk’s body is toppling to the floor, his eyes wide and white.

Panel 4
The Doctor and Jata looking at the giant crystal ball which contains a single VERY ANGRY 
DISTORTED FACE — BELONGING TO VONK.

JATA
That was a very clever software trap, Doctor.

DOCTOR
Thank you. We’ll leave him in there a little while.

DOCTOR
Just until he’s learned his lesson.
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Panel 1
Small panel — the Doctor and Jata with their heads together.

JATA
Really, Doctor, this is so humiliating.

DOCTOR
But we had to make sure the girls were all right.

Panel 2
Large panel.

We pull back to see that are in a wooded park and Fay, in traditional pony-riding gear, is riding on 
Jata’s back, while the Doctor leads Jata by the reigns.

Fay has her headphones on and is listening to music, so she has no idea that her “horse” is talking.

Following behind them is Vonk, wearing a sandwich sign which reads FREE PONY RIDES.

He is also carrying a shovel.

DOCTOR
Besides, it’s a lot more humiliating for him.

SFX FROM HEADPHONES
{Musical notes}

CAPTION
The End



Original outline and notes

The Doctor is on the trail of a dangerous new app. School kids use it on their phones to 

conjure up an avatar — like a genie — who can help them cheat on homework and their exams. But

the genie is secretly harvesting the kids, stealing their minds to make them part of a super computer 

owned by a nerdy entrepreneur (the big handsome avatar is an idealised version of himself). The 

Doctor outwits him by using the super computer to come up with an even better app, putting the 

entrepreneur out of business, and freeing the minds of the kids to return to their bodies. 

The entrepreneur wants to know how the Doctor could afford the fee to use his super 

computer. The Doctor cloned the entrepreneur’s platinum credit card.

Doctor arrives at a suburban home and is mistaken for the educational psychologist they’re 

expecting. Troublesome daughter is upstairs in her bedroom with her two (17 year old) friends. She 

is selling them down the river to her genie app, because if she recruits two others she’s off the hook 

— or so she believes. Of course, the genie harvests all three of them.

The parents rather regret the end of the utterly compliant, brain dead husks of their 

teenagers.

You seem very fond of this horse.

What if I threaten to kill him.

Well that would be upsetting.

Though not as upsetting as being mistaken for a horse.
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